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At present, we are stealing the future, 
selling it in the present, and calling it GDP.
“
”
-Paul Hawken[2], at the Commencement 
speech at the University of Portland



Experienced Utility

Decision Utility



Richard Easterlin (1929-) 



Easterlin Paradox.

Economic growth does not necessarily lead 
to increased happiness.

(Easterlin 1974) 
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focusing illusion



One swallow does not a summer 
make, nor one fine day; similarly 
one day or brief time of happiness 
does not make a person entirely 
happy.

(Aristotle, Nichomachean Ethics )







Shkade and Kahneman 1998





Share of pre-tax household income received by the 
top 1 percent, top 0.1 percent and top 0.01 percent, 
between 1917 and 2005.

Saez, E. & Piketty, T. (2003). Income inequality in the United States: 1913–
1998. Quarterly Journal of Economics, 118(1), 1–39.



Inflation adjusted increase in after-tax 
household income in the United States between 
1979 and 2005 for the top 1% and the four of 
the five quintiles.



Median personal income by gender and 
race in the United States (2005)



Median personal and household income 
according to different education levels. (United 
States 2006）



Gini coefficient

G = A / (A + B).



Gini coefficient of the world nations





The concept of Class Struggles start from the 
assumption that people are selfish.  

Karl Marx (1818-1883)



Mark Twain The Prince and the Pauper (1881)



Potlatch    

Watercolor by James G. Swan depicting the Klallam people of chief Chetzemoka at 
Port Townsend, with one of Chetzemoka's wives distributing potlatch



Lawrence Lessig



Gomes and Boesh (2009)







. 腹側線条体（ventral striatum）





ventromedial prefrontal cortex 前頭前野腹内側部

risk, fear, and in decision making.



Happiness in action and 
"statistics of life".



Aristotle 384-322 BC



…the function of man is to live a certain 
kind of life, and this activity implies a 
rational principle, and the function of a 
good man is the good and noble 
performance of these, and if any action is 
well performed it is performed in accord 
with the appropriate excellence: if this is 
the case, then happiness turns out to be 
an activity of the soul in accordance with 
virtue. 

(Aristotle, Nichomachean Ethics )



"Flow" is the way people describe 
their state of mind when 
consciousness is harmoniously 
ordered, and they want to pursue 
whatever they are doing for its own 
sake.  

(Csikszentmihalyi, M. Flow: The 
Psychology of Optimal Experience. 
1990)





decision utility

decision utility

decision utility



Happiness as a bridge.

Happiness (perceived utility) might 
have evolved to bridge 
discrepancies between local and 
global optimizations.



Conclusions: Economic growth does not 
necessarily result in happiness (Easterlin
paradox). Too much emphasis might be 
put on certain perceived conditions for 
happiness (focusing illusion). Inequality 
affects the perceived happiness. In the 
brain, there are circuits which correlate 
with the aversion of inequality. Happiness 
consists in action for its own sake.



Yuai
友愛 (Brüderlichkeit)



Yukio Hatoyama giving a speech on East Asian 
Community （東アジア共同体）as Prime Minister 
in Singapore, 15th November 2009 



Richard Nikolaus von Coudenhove-Kalergi
（青山栄次郎）
November 16, 1894 – July 27, 1972



Richard Nikolaus von Coudenhove-Kalergi's
mother, Mitsuko Aoyama was related to Jiro
Aoyama

Mitsuko Aoyama                         Jiro Aoyama



The character "Victor Laszlo" in the film Casablanca 
(1942) was inspired by Richard Nikolaus von 
Coudenhove-Kalergi. 

"Victor Laszlo"  (next to Bergman here) in Casablanca, played by 
Paul Henreid.



The Fragrance "Mitsuko" by Guerlain was probably inspired 
by Mitsuko Aoyama, Richard Nikolaus von Coudenhove-
Kalergi's mother.



Winston Churchill
30 November 1874 – 24 
January 1965

Charles de Gaulle 
22 November 1890 – 9 November 1970

von Coudenhove-Kalergi's collaborators



Nazis Germany:   racially "pure" 
community

Richard von Coudenhove-Kalergi: 
ethnically heterogeneous and inclusive 
nation based on a communality of culture.



The Paneuropean Union movement started with 
Count Richard Nikolaus von Coudenhove-
Kalergi's manifesto Pan-Europa (1923). 



Europe as a political concept does not exist. This part of 
the world includes nations and states installed in the chaos, 
in a barrel of gunpowder of international conflicts, in a 
field of future conflicts. This is the European Question: the 
mutual hate of the Europeans that poisons the atmosphere. 
(....) The European Question will only be solved by means 
of the union of  Europe's nations. (...) The biggest obstacle 
to the accomplishment of the United States of Europe is 
the one thousand years old rivalry between the two most 
populated nations of Pan-Europe: Germany and France..."

Richard Coudenhove-Kalergi
Pan-Europa 
1923



International Paneuropean Union

Richard Nikolaus von Coudenhove-Kalergi was the 
founder, and president for  for 49 years (1923–1972). 
Albert Einstein, Thomas Man, and Siegmund Freud were 
members  



The PanEuropean Union is still running.
Current President: Alain Terrenoire
Honorary President: Dr. Otto von Habsburg (1912-2011)
http://www.paneuropa.org/




