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[Essay Subject]

Yukichi Fukuzawa, in his book An Encouragement of Learning, states the following regarding
scholarship:

"Thus, the true purpose of scholarship lies not merely in reading books but in the
activity of the mind. To apply this activity practically requires various efforts.
Observation means examining things. Reasoning means investigating the principles of
things and forming one’s own conclusions. These two alone do not exhaust the means
of scholarship. Beyond these, one must read books, write books, engage in discussions
with others, and express ideas to others. Only by fully employing these methods can
one be called a person who diligently pursues scholarship. In other words, observation,
reasoning, and reading gather knowledge; discussion exchanges knowledge; and
writing and speaking disseminate knowledge."

Yukichi Fukuzawa, Tokujird Obata (1872), An Encouragement of Learning, Keio Gijuku
Publishing Bureau.

On the other hand, some scholars point to the decline of scholarship. Hiroshi Shimizu, a scientist
of life systems theory, states:

Hiroshi Shimizu (2003), The Philosophy of the Field, University of Tokyo Press.
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Regarding the underlined section, provide your interpretation or opinion in about 250
words.

Yukichi Fukuzawa, in An Encouragement of Learning, also states, "The essence of
scholarship lies solely in its application." However, some argue that the decline of
scholarship stems from its "applicable" aspects, namely the connection between
scholarship, technology, and the resulting financial ties. Considering the descriptions of

scholarship provided, what should scholarship ideally be? Provide your opinion in about
250 words.





